GRADE 12 UNIVERSITY ENGLISH COURSE OUTLINE
Course Description
This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will analyze a range of challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and cultures; interpret and evaluate informational and graphic texts; and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on using academic language coherently and confidently, selecting the reading strategies best suited to particular texts and particular purposes for reading, and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for university, college or the workplace. 

Course Strands and Expectations
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Oral Communication

By the end of this course, students will:

1. Listen to Understand: listen in order to understand and respond appropriately in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes;

2. Speak to Communicate: use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate   with different audiences for a variety of purposes;

3. Reflect on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as listeners and speakers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in oral communication situations.

2.   Reading and Literature Studies
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1. Read for Meaning: read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of informational,                             literary, and graphic texts, using a range of strategies to construct meaning;

2. Understand Form and Style: recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements and demonstrate understanding of how they help communicate meaning;

3. Read With Fluency: use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently;

4. Reflect on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as readers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful before, during, and after reading.

3. Writing

By the end of this course, students will:

1. [image: image3.wmf]Develop and Organize Content: generate, gather, and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience; 
2. Use Knowledge of Form and Style: draft and revise their writing, using a variety of informational, literary, and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the purpose and audience;

3. Apply Knowledge of Conventions: use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present their work effectively;

4. Reflect on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as writers, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful at different stages in the writing process.

4. Media Studies
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1. Understand Media Texts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;

2. Understand Media Forms, Conventions, and Techniques: identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques associated with them are used to create meaning;

3. Create Media Texts: create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques;

4. Reflect on Skills and Strategies: reflect on and identify their strengths as media interpreters and creators, areas for improvement, and the strategies they found most helpful in understanding and creating media texts.
Ministry Document: The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12, English, Revised, 2007
Pre-Requisite:  ENG 3U
Course Content
There are six units of study in this course which include:

1. Media Analysis: 
In this unit students will learn how to analyze advertising, with a special focus on Print Ads. We will learn about the use of Aristotle’s Rhetorical Triangle in advertising, as well as target audiences, explicit and implicit messages, advertising strategies, mood, media codes and conventions, etc. The unit will end with a print ad analysis of an ad of the student’s choice.
2. Listening to Tragedy: Hamilton 
In this unit, students will listen to the recent musical phenomenon Hamilton, by Lin Manuel Miranda. We will study the theatrical, literary, and poetic conventions in order to explore the big ideas/themes and character development and relationships in the play. The students will be involved in discussions around character, theme, imagery, elements of tragedy, etc. An important focus will be on listening to understand. To that end, students will have multiple opportunities to participate in listening to the play as well as listening tasks/activities in order to reinforce this skill. There will also be a media focus in this unit. This entails students applying their knowledge and understanding of media codes and conventions to create their own text connected to the play. The written focus will be on the literary analysis essay.
3. Reading Tragedy: Othello

In this unit, students will examine Elizabethan tragedy as a literary convention in order to explore the big ideas/themes in the play. The unit will begin with introductory activities focusing on the big ideas/themes, the Elizabethan universe and times. During the reading of the text, the class will be involved in discussions around character development, theme, imagery, elements of tragedy, etc. An important focus will be on listening to understand. To that end, students will have multiple opportunities to participate in listening tasks/activities in order to reinforce this skill. There will also be a media focus in this unit which requires students to apply their knowledge and understanding of media codes and conventions to create their own media text. The written focus will be on the literary essay.
4. Prose Analysis: essays, speeches, and podcasts
The unit will review methods of development, rhetorical devices, the rhetorical triangle, tone, and the elements of the essay. Next, students will learn about inductive and deductive reasoning, and the importance of sound logic. Students will read and analyze several essays in order to prepare for the unit test. An important focus will be on communication. To that end, acute attention will be paid to diction, tone, audience, purpose, and the interconnectedness of these. The class will move from essay analysis to speeches. Here, the same knowledge and skills will be reinforced, but with a focus on oral communication so that students review the use of body language, use of voice, pace, etc. to engage an audience and to communicate meaning.
5. Novel Study: The White Tiger, Three Day Road, Kite Runner, Book of Negroes 
In this unit, students will select a novel that will be the focus of a culminating book talk and in class essay. Novels will be handed out at the beginning of the semester so students have a chance to read the novel twice – once before the book talk begins, and once during the book talks. Students will take notes on guiding questions which will help them participate during the book talks. On scheduled book talk days, groups will meet to discuss their novel and share their ideas, ask questions, make predictions, etc. The goal is to collaborate and eventually come up with various possible thesis statements and arguments for the in-class essay. On days where students are not participating in a book talk, students will have time to continue reading their novel and take notes in preparation for the next book talk and the in-class essay. Finally, students will hone their oral communication skills by applying the strategies focused on throughout the semester to actively listen and participate in book talks. The teacher will facilitate the discussion; however, students will be responsible for establishing the focus and furthering the discussion. At the end of the unit, students will write an in-class essay on the novel. 
6. Watching Tragedy: The Crucible

In this unit, students will examine modern tragedy as a literary convention in order to explore the big ideas/themes in the play. While watching the play, the class will be involved in discussions around character development, theme, imagery, elements of tragedy, etc. We will focus on comparing the historic event to the literary license used and the effect. An important focus here will be on the use of allegory, and how this play reflects the McCarthy era as well as our current era. 

Classroom Structure/Strategies: Independent work, pair and group work, group activities which include drama, discussions, think-pair-share, coffee talks, 4 corners, jeopardy games, Kahoots, anticipation guides, carousels, etc.
Assessment will be based on two areas of your learning:

1. Achievement of Curriculum Expectations

2. Learning Skills

Achievement of Curriculum Expectations

Evaluation of the course will be based on the term mark (70%), as well as the summative evaluation (30%).  The term mark is broken down as follows:
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Knowledge and Understanding


15%

Thinking 




20%

Communication




20%

Application




15%

The final evaluation will be divided into two sections: 
Book Talk   




5%

In Class Essay




15%
Final Exam




15%
The Culminating Activity will draw on the skills acquired in the entire course.  It will require students to synthesize, analyze, and apply what they have been learning in the course all year.  Further details will follow.

Learning Skills

[image: image6.wmf]Learning skills will be monitored on a regular basis.  Refer to the Learning Skills Rubric.  At times, a conference will be necessary with parent(s) / guardian(s) and the student to develop strategies which will assist the student in achieving the best possible results.
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Initiative          organization
    collaboration      self regulation
independent work     responsibility
Classroom Expectations
1. Students are to be punctual and prepared for class with all materials and homework. 
2. Food and drinks are not allowed in the classroom.  Bottled water is permissible.
3. For the sake of air quality, please refrain from applying perfume/cologne/scented sprays/lotions while in the classroom.
4. MP3s, disk players and phones etc. are to be left in school bags unless permission is given by the teacher.  Lap tops are permitted only if used appropriately.
5. All assignments submitted for evaluation must be typed and double-spaced (font size 12).  
6. Late Assignments

Based on Growing Success, submitting work in a timely manner is an important part of academic success. At Newmarket High School, the English department policy for work submitted after the due date is as follows:

a) For each calendar day an assignment is late, 4% may be deducted off the total mark for the assignment.

b) The maximum amount that may be deducted from any one assignment is 20%.

c) All extension requests must be negotiated at least one school day BEFORE the due date to avoid incurring late marks. This should be done by email (paula.rush@yrdsb.ca).

d) A missed extension deadline will result in late penalties being applied daily from the agreed upon date.

e) If you require an extension, email me at paula.rush@yrdsb.ca, and be sure to include: the new due date you are requesting; a brief explanation for why you need the extension; an appropriate tone.

7. Academic Honesty

Plagiarism means the taking of information from another person or source without giving credit to that person or source. Credit must be given to specific evidence, not as an overall listing at the end of the product. Plagiarism is not a form of “borrowing”; it is stealing. Plagiarism will be addressed by the  NHS Plagiarism Protocol.

8. Plagiarism Protocol:

First offense: mark of zero; referral to the LLC for completion of plagiarism training module. Contact home by LLC; If the module is completed, the assignment may be submitted, but with the full late penalty applied          (-20%)

Second and further offenses, in any course: mark of zero. Referral to LLC; NO resubmission opportunity.

9. Communicate:  If you are having trouble in the course, take initiative to ask for help/clarification.  Parents are also encouraged to contact your teacher as needed.
10. Visit my website (www.paularush.net) regularly to review due dates, assignment expectations, exemplars, models, etc.
Assessment Breakdown*

	Assessment of Learning: Term Work (70%)
	K/U
	T
	C
	A
	Assessments as Learning**

	Unit 1:  Prose and Media Analysis (23%)

· Unit Test (7%)

· Rhetorical Group Speech (10%)

· Print Advertisement Analysis (6%)


	4
1

1
	3

3

2


	0

3

1
	0

3

2
	Quizzes

Inquiry questions

Class discussions

Practice analyses

Speech and/or mini-debate
Reader’s theatre
Critical evaluation response

Cooperative learning
Creative Writing
Reflective writing
Writing labs

Drafts and rough copies

	Unit 2: Listening to Tragedy (Hamilton) (22%)

· Test/Essay (11%)

· Political Print Ad/Oral Ad (11%)


	2

2

	3

3

	4
3

	2
3

	

	Unit 3:  Reading Tragedy (25%)

· Essay (15%)

· Political Print Ad/Oral Ad (10%)


	3

2
	4

2
	6

3
	2

3


	

	Unit 4:  Watching Tragedy (The Crucible – on the exam

	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment of Learning: Culminating Activities (30%)
	
	
	
	
	

	Book Talk (15%)

Final In-class Essay  (15%)


	
	
	
	
	Small and large group discussions

Writing labs

Student-teacher conferences

Drafts and rough copies

All assessments of and as learning completed during term work throughout the semester




* Subject to change, with notice. 

** These are suggested assessments.  Other opportunities for on-going formative assessment will arise as appropriate to the class and the situation. All work is designed to benefit student success and achievement and therefore is expected to be completed on time, to the best of the student’s ability. Failure to do so may result in poor grades. 













