“David”
by Earl Birney

Sightlines 10, p. 118
Vocabulary:  

skree – loose rock lying on a steep incline

arête – a steep mountain ridge

col – a gap between peaks in a mountain range

scarp – steep slope

moraine – a high mound or ridge left behind by glaciers

serac – a pointed pinnacle of ice

chimney – a deep, narrow fissure in a cliff by which it can be climbed

cirque – a valley with steep walls

bergschrund – a crevasse near a glacier

neve – a field of snow near the top of a mountain
Knowledge and Understanding
1.
a) What are David and bobby doing for summer employment?  


b) How do you know?

2.
What is the first mountain they climb?

3.
Why did David kill the robin?

4.
Why does David ask Bob to help him die?

Thinking
1.
Identify the lines in which the poet foreshadows the accident that occurs at the 
climax of the poem.

2.
Birney personifies the landscape of this poem.  What attributes does he give this 
landscape?

3.
Chart out the story in your notebooks under the hero’s journey stages.

4.
What are the inner and outer conflicts present?

5. 
a) Compare the tone created in the first section of the poem to the tone created in 
the final section.

b) What images, words, phrases, poetic devices create the tone in each section?
6.
Find and quote one example of each of the following:  alliteration, metaphor, 
personification, simile, constructed symbol.  Explain how two of these examples 
contribute to tone and/or theme. 

7.
Brainstorm a list of characteristics of narrative poetry using “David” as an 
example of the genre.

8.
Why was the day on the mountain the last day of Bob’s youth?

9.
For what does Bobbie feel guilty about the most:

a) pushing David over?


b) making the mistake that caused him to fall?


How do you know?

12.
Birney particularly liked on student’s statement of what he felt was the theme of 
the poem – “when one’s very anima—that which distinguishes one, and makes for 
what kind of life one lives—is wounded, physical death is better than spiritual 
death.”


a) What does this statement mean?


b) How is it revealed in the poem?


c) Do you agree with the statement?


d) What other themes exist in this poem?

13.
a) What portrait of the nature of mountains is Birney presenting in the poem?


b) How is the presentation symbolic of life itself?

14.
Explain how what happens in the poem is ironic.

14. 
Did Bobbie do the right thing? Explain
