Essay Checklist

MLA Format:  
· Do I have a compelling title?
· Is my first page formatted properly?

· Are my pages numbered properly and in order?

· Is my font size 12, Times Roman or similar?

· Is my essay double spaced?

· Do I have 1” margins?

· Have I used only one side of the paper?
· Are titles of novels, books, plays, etc. italicized?

· Are titles of short stories, poems, articles, etc. in quotation marks?
· Do I integrate my quotations properly? (context before quotation)
· Do I cite my quotations properly?

· Do I have a Works Cited page?
· Is my Works Cited page formatted properly?
· Do I indent my paragraphs?

· Do I make sure that I do not have extra spaces between paragraphs?
Introduction:

· Do I have a hook?  Do I grab my reader’s attention?

· Do I have:  a general statement/discussion about my topic; a linking sentence; a clear, concise thesis; my claims/supporting arguments?

· Is my thesis thought-provoking, well-articulated, controversial, argumentative, significant?
· Is it clear how my hook relates to my thesis?
Body:

· Are the topic sentences of my body paragraphs clear claims/supporting arguments which support my thesis?
· Do I clearly link my topic sentence to my thesis?
· Does my evidence clearly support my claims?  
· Is my evidence specific? logical? cited? analysed?(significant quotations)
· Do I provide the context for my evidence/quotations (before quotation)?
· Do I explain the significance of my evidence/quotations as it relates to my supporting argument and thesis?
· Do I avoid speculation and conjecture (no “would,” “could,” “should”)?
· Are my transitions between paragraphs smooth, effective, varied, link supporting arguments?
· Are my transitions between paragraphs in the first sentence of my paragraph?
· Do I have clear connections between sentences?
· Do my body paragraphs have topic sentences, context, evidence, significance of evidence, closing sentences, links to thesis, and transitions between paragraphs?
Conclusion:

· Do I provide a smooth transition into the conclusion in my first sentence?

· Are my thesis and claims/supporting arguments restated using different words?

· Do I provide a broader application (connect thesis to a broader quotation, world event, news, another play/book)?
· Do I close my essay effectively?
Language and Mechanics:
· Is my diction precise, clear, varied, sophisticated, appropriate to audience?

· Is my essay free of spelling errors?

· Do I use present tense?

· Do I use formal language and syntax?
· Do I have no contractions?

· Do I avoid the conditional tense (i.e., speculation/conjecture)?
· Is my essay free of grammatical errors?

· Sentence Structure:  are my sentences complete, varied, without comma splices and no run-ons?

· Punctuation:  Do I use capitalization, commas, colons, semi-colons, question marks, exclamation marks properly?

Style:

· Do I use effective rhetorical devices?  (balance, parallel structure, antithesis, etc.)

Overall Comments/Suggestions by Peer Editor: 
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