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The Damnation of Mankind
“Did He who made the Lamb make thee?”(William Blake)  This is the question addressed to the tiger in William Blake’s immortal poem “Tiger Tiger.”  Blake explores the duality of human nature with the coexistence of good and evil within the soul of man.  In life people must constantly choose between these two extremes, recalling the dilemma of original sin in the story of Adam and Eve.  William Golding’s literary masterpiece Lord of the Flies echoes this very dilemma.  However, Golding takes it one step further to suggest that man may be given the choice, but inevitably he will choose evil over good.  The novel is a religious allegory, and through the symbolic representations of the island as the Garden of Eden, the Beast as the Devil, and Simon as Jesus, Golding reveals the roots of original sin and mankind’s inclination to choose evil over good, despite the potential for spiritual salvation.
