Hamilton Significant Quotations
Act 1

1. There’s a million things I haven’t done
But just you wait, just you wait….

Sample Analysis:
Speaker: Alexander Hamilton
To Whom: The audience 
Context: Hamilton has just been introduced to the audience in the opening song of the play; we have just heard about his background – raised in the Caribbean; father abandoned him; mother died; he goes to New York
Significance: This is a major motif for Alexander Hamilton. It indicates that he is ambitious and determined as he is telling the audience to just wait to see what he will accomplish. 

2. There would have been nothing left to do
For someone less astute
He would have been dead or destitute
Without a scent of restitution
Started workin’, clerkin’ for his late mother’s landlord
Tradin’ sugar cane and rum and all the things he can’t afford.

Sample Analysis:
Speaker: Aaron Burr
To Whom: The audience 
Context: Hamilton has just been introduced to the audience in the opening song of the play; we have just heard about his background – raised in the Caribbean; father abandoned him; mother died; cousin commits suicide; hurricane destroys his island.
Significance: This is direct and indirect characterization of Hamilton. Anyone else would not have survived the trauma Hamilton endured, but he is astute and determined to succeed through resilience and hard work. 


3. While we’re talking, let me offer you some free advice.
Talk less…
Smile more…
Don’t let them know what you’re against or what you’re for….

Sample Analysis:
Speaker: Aaron Burr
To Whom: Alexander Hamilton 
Context: Hamilton has just met Aaron Burr; he tells him about wanting to be just like him and graduate from college in two years. 
Significance: This is a major motif for Aaron Burr. It highlights the Burr as a foil to Hamilton. Hamilton talks a lot and says what he thinks. Burr, however, is more cautious about what he says. He is a politician, not wanting people to know what he is for or against, in case it goes against his interests, so he keeps his opinions to himself.


4. You wanna get ahead….
Fools who run their mouths off wind up dead….
IT’S SHOWTIME.
Like I said.

5. If you stand for nothing, Burr, what’ll you fall for?

6. I am not throwing away my shot!
I am not throwing away my shot!
Hey, yo, I’m just like my country
I’m young scrappy and hungry
And I’m not throwing away my shot!

7. I prob’ly shouldn’t brag, but dag, I amaze and astonish.
The problem is I got a lot of brains but no polish.
I gotta holler just to be heard.
With every word, I drop some knowledge!
I’m a diamond in the rough, a shiny piece of coal 
tryin to reach my goal.

8. This is not a moment, it’s a movement
Where all the hungriest brothers with something to prove went?
Foes oppose us, we take an honest stand,
We roll like Moses, claimin’ our promised land.

9. “We hold these truths to be self-evident
That all men are created equal;”
And when I meet Thomas Jefferson
I’m a compel him to include women in the sequel!

10. I imagine death so much it feels more like a memory
When’s it gonna get me?
In my sleep? Seven feet ahead ofme?
If I see it comin’, do I run or do I let it be?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Is it like a beat without a melody.

11. You’ll be back,
Time will tell.
You’ll remember that I served you well.
Oceans rise; empires fall
We have seen each other through it all, 
And when push comes to shove I will send a fully armed battalion to remind you of my love….
When you’re gone, I’ll go mad
So don’t throw away thing thing we had.
Cuz when push comes to shove,
I will kill your friends and family to remind you of my love.

12. We are outgunned, 
outmanned, 
outnumbered, 
outplanned.
We gotta make an all-out stand
I’m gonna need a right hand man.

13. I was a captain under General Montgomery
Until he caught a bullet in the neck in Quebec
And well, in summary,
I think that I could be of some assistance.
I admire how you keep firing on the British from a distance….
I have some questions, a couple of suggestions
On how to fight instead of fleeing west.

14. Close the door on your way out.

15. I am not throwing away my shot!
…You need all the help you can get.
I have some friends, Laurens, Mulligan
Marquis de Lafayette….
We’ll need some spies on the inside,
Some King’s men who might let some things slide.

16. How does the bastard, orphan, son of a whore, go on and on
Grow into more of a phenomenon?
Watch this obnoxious, arrogant, loudmouth brother
Be seated at the right hand of the father.

17. Grab my sister and whisper, “Yo, this one’s mine.”
My sister made her way across the room to you
And I got nervous thinking, “What’s she gonna do?”
She grabbed you by the arm, I’m thinkin’ “I’m through”
Then you look back at me and suddenly I’m helpless.

18. I know my sister like I know my own mind,
You will never find anyone as trusting or as kind.
If I tell her that I love him she’d be silently resigned;
He’d be mine;
She would say I’m fine;
She’d be lying.
But when I fantasize at night
It’s Alexander’s eyes as I romanticize what might have been, 
If I hadn’t sized him up so quickly.
At least my dear Eliza’s his wife;
At least I keep his eyes in my life….

19. He will never be satisfied.
I will never be satisfied.

20. Love doesn’t discriminate between the sinners and the saints.
It takes and it takes and it takes….
Death doesn’t discriminate between the sinners and the saints.
It takes and it takes and it takes….
And if there’s a reason I’m still alive
When everyone who loved me has died
I’m willing to wait for it.
I’m willing to wait for it.

21. Washington cannot be left alone to his devices
Indecisive, from crisis to crisis
The best thing he can do for the revolution is turn ‘n’
Go back to plantin’ tobacco in Mount Vernon.

22. Call me son one more time!

23. We don’t need a legacy.
We don’t need money.
If I could grant you peace of mind….
That could be enough.
24. I was younger than you are now
When I was given my first command.
I led my men straight into a massacre.
I witnessed their deaths firsthand.
I made every mistake,
I felt the shame rise in me,
And even now I lie awake 
Knowing history has its eyes on me…
Let me tell you what I wish I’d known
When I was young and dreamed of glory:
You have no control:
Who lives, who dies, who tells your story.

25. My father wasn’t around…
I swear that I’ll be around for you
You will come of age in our young nation
We’ll bleed and fight for you, we’ll make it right for you.
If we lay a strong enough foundation
We’ll pass it on to you, we’ll give the world to you,
And you’ll blow us all away, someday, someday.

26. Why do you always say what you believe?...
Ev’ry proclamation guarantees
Free ammunition for your enemies!

27. I’ll keep all my plans close to my chest…
I’ll wait here and see which way the wind will blow.
I’m taking my time watching the afterbirth of a nation, 
Watching the tension grow.

28. How do you write like you’re running out of time?
Write day and night like you’re running out of time?
Ev’ry day you fight like you’re running out of time….

29. I imagine death so much it feels more like a memory
When's it's gonna get me?
In my sleep? Seven feet ahead of me?
If I see it coming, do I run or do I let it be?
Is it like a beat without a melody?

30. I practised the law, I practically perfected it;
I’ve seen injustice in the world and I’ve corrected it.
Now for a strong central democracy;
If not, then I’ll be Socrates
Throwing verbal rocks 
At these mediocrities.
