NOVEL STUDY
For the month of January you will be participating in literature circle discussions on the novel you chose to read. For these discussions, you are to divide your book into two equal sections and then prepare fully developed answers to the following questions based on each section of the novel.  
The Kite Runner
Discussion Questions:

1. Amir tells the reader, “I became what I am today at the age of twelve…”(10). To what is Amir referring? Is his assertion entirely true? What other factors help form his character? How does his character develop?

2. As a novel written in the first person, do you feel that Amir is a reliable narrator?

3. Guilt is an emotion felt by more than one character in the novel, but redemption is always possible.  As Rahim Khan says, “There is a way to be good again.” How do the “guilty” characters in the novel become “good again.” Do these good deeds actually redeem the characters? Explain.
4. Discuss the following themes/topics as they are developed in the novel: friendship, class structure, governmental regimes, father/son relationships, loyalty, courage, cowardice, betrayal, guilt, redemption.

5. Discuss the juxtaposition of the imbalance of the personal relationship between Amir and Hassan with the unequal social status between Pashtuns and Hazaras.

6. Examine the irony in the novel by looking at Baba, Hassan, Amir, and storytelling.

7. Discuss the symbolic significance of the following motifs:  kite, lamb and sacrifice, blood, journeys, the pomegranate tree; mirrors, brass knuckles.
8. The feminine point of view is absent in this story about motherless families. They women are either absent or are powerless, like Soraya’s mother. Is Soraya the exception? Does she add to or temper the novel’s masculine perspective?

