The Allegory 

Allegory:  a narrative in which characters, objects, and action represent abstract concepts different from the literal meaning of the story.
www.daffodil.ca/english/glossary_of_literary_terms.html
Lord of the Flies is best known as an allegory.  It is an allegory on several levels: political, religious and psychological.  On its most basic level it is an allegory of human society today.  The novel's primary implication is that "what we have come to call civilization is a best no more than skin deep."  (The New York Times Book Review)

Writers use allegory to illustrate abstract meanings by using concrete images.  Often, characters in allegories personify some abstract quality.  While it is possible to read Lord of the Flies as allegory, the work is so complex that it can be read on many levels.  It is an allegory of  the political state of the world in the post war period; as a Freudian psychological understanding of human kind; or as the Christian understanding of the fall of humankind, among others.
· As a political allegory we need only to look at the state of the world at the end of World War II. The world was divided into two camps the free world and the Soviet Union much like the camps of Ralph and Jack.   In addition the postwar Cold War Era suffered from fears of atomic destruction.  Lord of the Flies shows the world at the brink of atomic destruction.  The novel serves as a warning to the leaders of the world.
· As a Freudian psychological allegory the characters in the novel personify the different aspects of the human psyche: the id, the super ego, and the ego.   
· Jack represents the id.  This is the part of the unconscious mind that works always to gratify its own impulse.   
· Piggy is the superego.  This is the part of the mind that seeks to control the impulsive behavior of the id. Piggy always reminds Ralph and the others of their responsibilities.  
· Ralph is the ego. He is the conscious mind that mediates between the id's demand for pleasure and the social pressures brought to bear by the superego.  
· Finally, Lord of the Flies is a religious allegory of the Garden of Eden.  It was a perfect island with good food, good weather, and good water.  The beastie is the snake in the Garden that lures (tricks) the others to not hold up to their duty.  The parachutist represents the fall of mankind in its representation of history whose lesson  goes unnoticed, ignored, or misunderstood.  Jack and Ralph are very much like Cain and Abel. Simon is a Christ figure who represents compassion and love, and brings the truth about evil to the world, and is brutally sacrificed  to mankind’s bloodlust. 
Adapted from Diane Andrews Henningfeld,  "Lord of the Flies" 1997. Novels for Students, vol. 2, pages 187:188. 

Case A

1. The novel is about a group of British school boys stranded on a tropical island

2. The boys attempt to cooperate in order to survive and in order to be rescued.

3. Their efforts gradually break down and finally fail.

4. The majority of the boys become concerned with the hunt.

5. Two boys are murdered; a third is about to be killed when an officer from a cruiser rescues the boys.

Case B

1. The novel is a political allegory.

2. Golding presents two opposing political systems – democracy and dictatorship.

3. The conch signifies order and free speech in a democracy.

4. The hunt (knife) signifies control through the fear of a dictatorship.

5. Elements which cannot be incorporated into a dictatorship are gradually annihilated.

6. Simon (intuitive thought/spirituality) and Piggy (rational thought) are eliminated because the dictatorship must be based on fear and ignorance.

7. Ralph (democracy) must be destroyed before Jack (dictatorship) can be successful.

Case C

1. The novel is a moral/religious allegory.

2. The island is the Garden of Eden.

3. Ralph represents the force of Good; Jack represents the force of Evil.

4. Simon is made into a martyr (Christ) because he has the power/knowledge to release the others from their bondage to fear of the unknown.
5. “Lord of the Flies” is a translation for Beelzebub, one of the devils.

6. Golding presents the Fall and the doctrine of original sin.

Case D

1. The novel is a sociological allegory.

2. The island is a microcosm (a little world that is representation of the real world).

3. The boys represent types of classes within society.

4. The conch represents order of civilized society; the pig’s head represents chaos of primitive society.

5. Because the Pig’s Head replaces the Conch, which is ultimately destroyed, Golding maintains that civilization is fragile, that a tribal way of life constantly threatens to break through the veneer of society.

Case E

1. The novel is an anthropological allegory.

2. The four major characters – Ralph, Jack, Piggy, Simon – represent forces at war within each of us.

3. The forces of good and evil are always in conflict.

4. Good is almost overcome by evil.

5. Golding has an optimistic view of mankind because Ralph is not defeated.

Case F

1. Same as E.

2. Same as E.

3. Same as E.

4. Golding is pessimistic and sees evil as triumphing over good.

5. Ralph mourns for the darkness of man’s heart as he is about to be taken back to a world torn by war.

1.
For each Case, come up with an appropriate theme/message/moral. For Cases E and F, which one do you agree with and why?

2.
Explain how Lord of the Flies is a psychological allegory (Freudian and Jungian).Freud – ego, id, superego + message; Jung – the idea of archetypes – who represents what archetype and explain the message through archetypes.

3.
What symbolic object do you most associate with each major character?  Why? – Jack, Ralph, Simon, Piggy, Roger.
 

 

