NOVEL STUDY

For the month of January  you will be participating in literature circle discussions on the novel you chose to read. For these discussions, you are to divide your book into four equal sections and then prepare fully developed answers to the following questions based on each section of the novel.  
Life of Pi
1. What is the significance of the following: the Pondicherry Zoo; the episode with the goat and the tiger; the two Mr. Kumars; each animal on the boat; religious allusions; the Frenchman; Pi’s blindness, the ocean journey.
2. What is the significance of Pi’s conversion to Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism?
3. Early in the novel, we discover that the narrator majored in religious studies and zoology, with particular interests in a sixteenth-century Kabbalist and the admirable three-toed sloth. In subsequent chapters, he explains the ways in which religions and zoos are both steeped in illusion. Discuss the juxtaposition and significance of zoology/science and religion in Pi’s life.
4. In light of the fact that this is a novel about imagination, why does Martel begin with the Author’s Note, which gives the impression that Pi’s account is truth, not fiction?

5. Pi's full name, Piscine Molitor Patel, was inspired by a Parisian swimming pool that "the gods would have delighted to swim in." The shortened form refers to the ratio of a circle's circumference divided by its diameter. Explore the significance of Pi's unusual name.

6. The two Japanese officials who interview Pi don’t believe that he really landed on a man-eating island. When they say that carnivorous trees and fish-eating algae do not exist, Pi responds, “Only because you’ve never seen them.” What does this exchange say about human understanding of what is real and what is possible?

7. Explain the symbolic significance of the Tsimtsum, Richard Parker, the meerkats and algae island, colour (particularly orange), 
8. Discuss the following topics/themes as they are developed in the novel: belief in God; survival; loss of innocence; Truth vs. truth; science and religion; storytelling, madness.
