Literature Circle Instructions

The purpose of the literature circle discussions and write-ups is to come to a fuller understanding and appreciation of the novel.  It is essential that you participate in both the write-ups and in the discussions, for an overall understanding of the novel.

Literature Circle Roles:  
· Thematic Thinker (Finds a significant, developing theme.)
· Discussion Director (Directs group discussion with significant questions.)
· Book Reviewer (Critiques key aspects of book.)
· Literary Luminary (Finds and analyzes thought-provoking /significant passages, passages which contain literary devices, reveal character, theme, contribute to atmosphere, etc. – think of PACTSO)


The Role of Thematic Thinker:

Before discussion and for write-up:
1. Identify ONE important theme that is developed in the section. (Be sure to have a full thematic statement.)
2. Find at least THREE quotations from the novel in the section that show how the writer is developing the theme you have chosen (write the quotation out in full and provide citation).
3. Provide an analysis of each quotation examining how it is revealing this particular theme.
4. Prepare an analysis (or reflection) on the way in which the theme suggests (or shapes) a particular view of your world.  For instance, if the theme is – “the language barrier between grandparent and grandchild prevents the communication of cultural truth and ultimately damages the roots of the relationship,” you would reflect on your own experience through this thematic “lens” and decide if it offers an accurate or useful way to view the world.
Length:  300 – 500 words

During the Discussion:
1. In the discussion with your group members generate at least TWO more themes suggested by the section.
2. Present your theme and analysis to your group.  
3. Ask for feedback:  What other evidence supports the development of this theme? With what parts of your response do others most (or least) agree? How would you argue with the position taken in the reflection presented?

After the Discussion:
1. Use your group’s ideas and feedback to revise your reflection (add in as notes for assessment).
2. Revise and edit your draft after feedback from teacher.
3. Use what you have written to help you on your essay. 



The Role of Literary Luminary:

Before discussion and for write-up:

1. Choose FIVE key quotations from the assigned reading that you think are significant.  The passages should be parts of the text that everyone should re-read, think about, and discuss.  Copy the quotations in full into your notes and provide a citation for each.  Choose a variety of passages for a variety of reasons.  

Consider:
· Moments where the author seems to be establishing or developing a theme.
· Use of symbols or striking imagery.
· Use of significant literary devices.
· Direct and indirect characterization.
· Parallel events or characters.
· Use of dramatic irony, foreshadowing, juxtaposition.
· Controversial events that might provoke different opinions.
· Significant allusions.

2. Prepare written analysis for THREE of the passages you have chosen. Discuss why this quotation is significant. Consider how key images, symbols, devices reveal theme or character; or consider how the quotation reveals character, character development, theme, irony, etc.)

LENGTH:  300 - 500 words (total) for written response.

During the Discussion:
1. Lead the group in a discussion of ALL FIVE passages, one by one.  You may read the passages aloud by yourself or ask someone else to read, or ask others to read silently then discuss.
2. Share your ideas once all the others have had a chance to comment on why they think your chosen passages are important or interesting (or not).  You are leading the discussion.
3. After you have discussed all five passages, have the group decide which of the passages is the most interesting or important and why.


After the Discussion:
1. Use your group’s ideas and feedback to revise the three comments you prepared in advance (add in as notes for assessment).
2. Use feedback from teacher and peers to help in the development of your essay.

The Role of Discussion Director:

Before the Group Discussion :
1. Develop a list of SIX questions that you think the group will want to, or should discuss about the section of the novel.  Do not worry about the small details; your task is to help the others talk about the “big ideas” in the reading and share their reactions.  Usually the best discussion questions come from you own thoughts, concerns, and feelings as you read.  Keep a running list of possibilities to refine/revise into a final six for the group discussion.  Avoid simple “low level” questions that have easy, cut and dried answers.  Your questions should lead to discussion and controversy.
2. Prepare a written response to THREE of the questions you intend to ask the group.  Be sure to make specific and detailed references to the text to support your key points.
LENGTH:  300 – 500 (total) words for written response.


During the Discussion:
1. Lead the group in a discussion of ALL SIX questions.
2. Share your responses for your three prepared questions only after the other members of the group have expressed their opinions.
3. Request feedback on each of your prepared answers.  

During Book Talk, Consider asking:  
· What is my strongest/weakest point?
· Does the evidence I use from the text really support what I am saying? 
· Does my evidence contradict my point?
· What other evidence might I use for support?
· Why would you be persuaded that what I am saying is valid and convincing?  Why would you not be persuaded?

After the Discussion:

Use your group’s and teacher’s feedback to revise your three prepared answers and help in the development of your formal essay.


Literature Circle Timeline

Before Reading:
1. Decide with your group who will be responsible for which literature circle role for each section of the novel.  (Each person must perform each role once.)
2. Note which literature circles you are doing when:


	Section One:  _____________________________

	Section Two:  _____________________________

	Section Three:  ____________________________



During Reading:
1. Take notes on your reading so you will have a basis to complete your literature circle for each section and not be scrambling to find details when the time to submit your writing arrives.
2. Have each literature circle completed for thorough discussion on the day after the reading quiz for each section.  Hand in the write-ups with notes you added during discussion.  The final draft will be submitted at the end of the unit. 
3. One of your literature circles will be randomly assessed to provide you with feedback, and help you organize your ideas prior to their final submission.

After Reading:
1. You will have a final discussion with your group discussing the assessments of the write-ups.
2. Use the write-ups, peer comments, teacher feedback to help you develop a thesis, an outline and the final essay.
3. All of the other literature circles write-ups are part of the process for your essay.
