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Ms. Hallworth

LIFELINES:

“If you find it in your heart to care for somebody else, you will have succeeded.”  (Maya Angelou)
Read the memoir, “Mrs. Bertha Flowers.” from Maya Angelou’s autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.  Note, alternately this selection has been entitled, “My First Lifeline.”  
Thinking about the Story 
1.
What was most significant to Marguerite about her chat with Mrs. Flowers?  Relate your answer to the monomyth pattern.
2.
What do you think the theme of the story is? Explain  
Quotation Analysis: Analyze the following quotations – state the speaker, to whom, context, and explain the significance of each quotation:
1. “For nearly a year, I sopped around the house, the Store, the school, and the church, like an old biscuit” (212).

Speaker: Narrator – Marguerite

To Whom: The reader

Context: This is the opening of the story and Marguerite is describing what she is like before she meets Mrs. Bertha Flowers.

Significance: This is a simile. Marguerite compares herself to an old biscuit who “sopped” around the house. This suggests that Marguerite is a little dull and bland (like a biscuit) but observed everything around her, drinking in her surroundings, suggesting a curiosity about her character.

2. “One summer afternoon, sweet milk fresh in my memory…” (212).

3. “It is language alone which separates him from the lower animals” (214).

4. “Browned photographs leered or threatened from the walls” (214).

5. “She said I must that I must always be intolerant of ignorance but understanding of illiteracy” (214).
6. “I was liked, and what a difference it made. I was respected not as Mrs. Henderson’s grandchild or Bailey’s sister but for just being Marguerite Johnson” (216).
Understanding Style

1.
Angelou uses different techniques to develop character.  For Mrs. Bertha Flowers create a character sketch (this means describe her – not an actual drawing).  Consider physical description, actions, words, setting and impressions of other characters.  Why does Mrs. Flowers command such respect from the narrator?
2.
A good storyteller uses figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification) and imagery (painting a picture with words) to show and not tell the readers the story.  Find and record two examples of figurative language in Angelou’s selection that allow the reader to feel like they are part of the story.
3.
Foreshadowing refers hints about the outcome of the story.  Find and describe two places where Angelou foreshadows the significance that Bertha Flowers will have in her life.


