ENG 4U1

OTHELLO ESSAY ASSIGNMENT 
Below you will find various thesis statements relevant to the play Othello.  Read all the statements carefully before you choose one on which to write a 1000 word essay.  You will have to come up with arguments to support the thesis statement, and your essay will argue the given thesis using your chosen arguments.  You will be responsible to use relevant textual evidence (at least 2 quotations per body paragraph) to develop these arguments in a formal, five paragraph essay (introduction, three body paragraphs and a conclusion).  It is expected that you will use the MLA method of citing sources and that you will use a balance of longer and shorter quotations to support your thesis.

Prior to choosing the best topic, consider the following:
1. Do I understand what the statement is saying / arguing?
1. Do I know enough about the given topic?  If not, can I find out in time?
1. Can I come up with three strong arguments to support the thesis?
1. Can I find relevant and strong examples to develop each argument?
1. Can I find sufficient examples so that I am not using the same ones for each argument?
1. Am I interested in the topic?

TOPICS
1. Iago is often perceived as the devil incarnate, but he is just a man, showing that evil is part of human nature.
Supporting arguments – split thesis into 3 – 1) seems to be the devil; 2) not the devil, because he has motivations; 3) other men are evil in the play.
2. The symbolic geography of the play reflects Othello’s psychic journey.
Supporting arguments: 1)Turks represent ________________; Othello is from where outside the realm of Venice like the Turks; 2)  Venice represents _________________; when Othello is in Venice he is __________________; Cyprus represents ________________; when Othello is in Cyprus, he is _________________.
3. Although this is a play with a black protagonist, Shakespeare makes it clearly not about race by creating an “everyman” character in his tragic hero who defies racist stereotype.
This one has no set supporting arguments – could talk about his rise from “nothing” to greatness; the fact that he is admired and respected by so many, including the Duke, the representation of honour, reason, and justice; also that he is chosen my Desdemona, the representation of the Divine.
4. The women in Othello are a series of archetypes, who alone are weak and incomplete, but together represent the full spectrum of femininity.
The 3 arguments for this one are the 3 female characters – what archetypes are they? And how do those archetypes contribute to their own downfalls?
5. Iago’s ability to understand the weaknesses of other characters gives him the tools to manipulate them.
1) Roderigo, 2) Cassio, 3) Othello; for each body paragraph, be sure to prove weakness first and then the manipulation of the weakness.
6. Othello is essentially a morality play, an allegorical drama, in which the characters personify moral qualities or abstractions and moral lessons are taught.
Supporting arguments – 1) Desdemona is the angel; 2) Iago is the devil; 3) Othello is the Everyman who has a “journey” between the 2 and learns a lesson.
7. Although Iago is portrayed as a heterosexual, married man, his motivation to destroy Desdemona stems from his latent, homosexual desires.
This one could have a number of supporting arguments. If you are interested in this one, discuss with me – think of his attitude toward women, his attitude toward Cassio, and his attitude toward Othello, I think.
8. The male/female relationships within the play provide a critical commentary on the Elizabethan treatment of women as objects.
1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Desdemona treated as an object; 2) Emilia as an object; 3) Bianca as an object. The difficulty with this topic is that you also have to prove that Shakespeare is criticizing this treatment of women as objects.


