Othello Plot Summary
Act II, scene i
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the shores of ____________, _____________, the island’s ____________, watches a ______________ with two gentlemen. Just as Montano says that the _______________ fleet of ships could not survive the storm, a third gentleman comes to confirm his prediction;: as his ship traveled from _________________, _________________ witnessed that the ________________ lost most of their fleet in the tempest. It is still uncertain whether ________________’s ship has been able to survive the storm. Hope lifts as voices offstage announce the sighting of a _____________offshore, but the new ship turns out to be carrying ______________, Emilia, Desdemona, and _________________. Desdemona disembarks, and no sooner does Cassio tell her that _______________ has yet to arrive than a friendly shot announces the arrival of a third ship. While the company waits for the ship, Cassio and _______________ and Emilia have a friendly chat, but Iago quickly takes the opportunity to criticize ______________ in general as deceptive and hypocritical, saying they are lazy in all matters except sex: “You rise to play and go to ________________ to work” (II.i.118). _______________ plays along, laughing as Iago belittles _______________, whether beautiful or ugly, intelligent or stupid, as equally despicable. Cassio takes ________________ away to speak with her privately about Othello’s arrival. Iago notices that Cassio takes Desdemona’s ______________ as he talks to her, and, in an aside, ___________ plots to use _______________’s hand-holding to frame him so that he loses his newly gained promotion to ________________. “With as little a _____________ as this I will ensnare as great a ________________ as Cassio,” he asserts (II.i.169).
_________________ arrives safely and greets ________________, expressing his devotion to her and giving her a ______________. He then thanks the Cypriots for their welcome and hospitality, and orders ______________ to unload the ship. All but _______________ and _______________ head to the castle to celebrate the drowning of the ______________. Iago tells the despondent ________________ that Desdemona will soon grow ______________ of being with Othello and will long for a more well-mannered and handsome man. But, Iago continues, the obvious first choice for Desdemona will be _______________. ______________ tries to argue that Cassio was merely being polite by taking Desdemona’s _____________, but Iago convinces him of _______________’s ill intentions and convinces Roderigo to start a ________________ with Cassio that evening. He posits that the uproar the quarrel will cause in the still tense city will make Cassio fall out of favor with _______________. Left alone onstage again, Iago explains his actions to the audience in a soliloquy. He still suspects that ______________ has slept with _______________, and he wants to get even with the Moor “___________ for _______________” (II.i.286).  He says that he suspects that ______________ has also slept with Emilia. Roderigo’s accusation of ________________ will make Othello suspect his lieutenant of ______________ with his wife and torture Othello to ________________.
Summary: Act II, scene ii
A herald announces that Othello plans a ________________ for the evening in celebration of Cyprus’s safety from the ______________, and also in celebration of his ______________ to __________________.
Summary: Act II, scene iii
Othello leaves ________________ on guard during the revels, reminding him to practice self-_______________ during the celebration. Othello and Desdemona leave to _______________ their marriage. Once Othello is gone, ____________ enters and joins Cassio on guard. Despite ___________’s protestations, Iago persuades Cassio to take a ________________ with some _______________.
Once Cassio exits, Iago tells the audience his plan: _______________ and three other Cypriots, all of whom are drunk, will join Iago and Cassio on guard duty. Amidst all the drunkards, _________________ will lead ________________ into committing an action that will disgrace him. Cassio returns. It is not long before he becomes _________________ and wanders offstage, assuring his friends that he isn’t _________________. Once Cassio leaves, Iago tells _____________________ that while Cassio is a wonderful soldier, he fears that Cassio may have too much responsibility for someone with such a serious _________________ problem. _______________ enters, and Iago points him in ______________’s direction. As Montano continues to suggest that something be said to _________________ of Cassio’s _________________ problem, Cassio chases _______________ across the stage, threatening to beat him. ________________ steps in to _______________ the fight and is attacked by ____________________. Iago orders _______________ to leave and “cry a _________________” (II.iii.140). As Montano and others attempt to hold Cassio down, Cassio _______________ Montano. An _______________ is rung, and Othello arrives with armed attendants.
Immediately taking control of the situation, Othello demands to know what happened, but no one will talk. _______________ insists that he is in too much ______________ to speak and insists that _________________ tell the story. At first Iago ________________ reluctance to incriminate _____________, emphasizing the fact that he was chasing after _______________ (to whom Iago does not refer by name) when the fight between Cassio and Montano began, and suggesting that the unknown man must have done something to ______________ Cassio. Othello falls into Iago’s trap, stating that he can tell that Iago _______________ the story out of honest ________________ for Cassio. Othello demotes ________________, so that he is no longer Othello’s _____________________.
__________________ has been awakened by the commotion, and Othello leads her back to bed, saying that he will look to _______________’s wound. Iago and Cassio remain behind, and Cassio laments the permanent damage now done to his __________________ by a quarrel whose cause he cannot even remember. Iago suggests that Cassio appeal to ________________, because she commands Othello’s attention and goodwill. Iago argues that Desdemona’s kindheartedness will prompt her to help Cassio if Cassio entreats her, and that she will persuade Othello to give Cassio back his __________________.
When Cassio leaves, Iago jokes about the irony of the fact that his so-called _________________ involves counseling Cassio to a course of action that would actually _________________ him. He repeats what he told Cassio about Desdemona’s generosity and Othello’s devotion to her. However, as Iago reminds the audience that like all devils, he commits evil acts putting on “_______________ shows.”  Since Cassio will be asking Desdemona to help him regain his _________________, Iago will find it all the easier to convince Othello that Desdemona is having an ______________ with Cassio, thus turning Desdemona’s ______________ to “_______________” (II.iii.234).
_________________ enters, upset that he has been _______________ and angry because _________________ has taken all his ______________ and left Roderigo ________________ to show for it. Iago counsels him to be _______________ and not to return to _______________. He assures Roderigo that everything is going according to plan. They have managed to significantly hurt _______________. After telling Roderigo to go, Iago finishes telling the audience the plot that is to come: he will convince ______________ to speak to Desdemona on _____________’s behalf, and he will arrange for ______________ to witness Cassio’s suit to Desdemona.


