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QUESTIONS ON OTHELLO ESSAY

1.  Describe the contrasts within individual characters which Kernan outlines.

2.  What theme does this reveal?

3.  “Every character is…balanced by another similar or contrasting character.”  Explain and provide examples.

4.  Iago dupes Roderigo, Cassio, and Othello.  According to Kernan, symbolically, what is the goal each of these cases has in common?

5.  Explain the “symbolic geography” of the play.

6.  “ …there are anarchic forces at work in the city, which threaten traditional social forms and relationships, and all these forces center on Iago.”  Explain.

7.  Why are “Iago’s attempts to create civic chaos” unsuccessful in Venice, but successful in Cyprus?

8.  Explain what Kernan describes as Othello’s “psychic voyage.”

9.  Explain how Iago is symbolically connected to the Turks.

10. What is the significance of Othello identifying himself as the “base Judean”?

11. According to Kernan, what is the significance of Othello looking at Iago’s feet and not finding the cloven hoofs of the devil?
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