ESSAY OUTLINE
1.  INTRODUCTION: 
Thesis: William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet shows the dangers of allowing our emotions to rule our reason  

2. BODY:
Paragraph #1:
Supporting Argument #1: The family feud which creates the obstacle for Romeo and Juliet’s love in the first place is based solely on unfounded emotional bias and presumption. 
Evidence 1:”ancient grudge”  - no evidence that they even knew how it started
Evidence 2: Montagues go to Capulet’s ball – uninvited – when Tybalt recognizes Romeo he immediately jumps to conclusions, assuming he is up to no good, and lets his emotion rule his reason, challenges him to a duel – which eventually leads to Romeo’s banishment 
Evidence 3:Lady Capulet assumes that Benvolio must be lying when he tells the Prince what happened when Mercutio and Tybalt were killed: “He is a kinsman to the Montague./Affection makes him false, he speaks not true” (III i 172-173) 

Paragraph #2:
Supporting Argument #2: Shakespeare reveals the frustrations and tragic outcomes that arise because of man’s battle between reason and emotion through his use of literary devices as oxymorons and light and dark imagery.
Evidence 1:Romeo’s speech regarding feud – oxymorons:  
“Here’s much to do with hate, but more with love: 
Why then, O brawling love, O loving hate, 
O any thing of nothing first create! 
O heavy lightness, serious vanity, 
Misshapen chaos of well-seeming forms, 
Feather of lead, bright smoke, cold fire, sick health, 
Still-waking sleep, that is not what it is! (I i 169-175).
Evidence 2: Juliet – oxymorons – 
O serpent heart, hid with a flow’ring face!
Did ever dragon keep so fair a cave?
Beautiful tyrant, fiend angelical!
Dove-feather’d raven, wolvish-ravening lamb!
Despised substance of divinest show!...
A damned saint, an honourable villain! (III ii 73-79).
Evidence 3:_light dark imagery throughtout play 

Paragraph #3:
Supporting Argument #3:  Romeo’s tragic flaw is his rash compulsion to continually give in to his overriding emotions.
Evidence 1:  Falls in love with Juliet at first sight.
Evidence 2:  Kills Tybalt to prove his manhood. “O sweet Juliet, / Thy beauty hath made me effeminate”(III, i, 109-110).
Evidence 3:  Refuses to be patient when he hears of Juliet’s death. “I do beseech you, sir, have patience:/ Your looks are pale and wild, and do import/ Some misadventure”(V i 27-29).  

3.  Conclusion
