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RHETORICAL GROUP SPEECH
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Purposes:  To demonstrate your rhetorical writing style

      To cause your audience to think and act (or stop action)

Audience: Your choice
Tone:        Your choice (appropriate for topic and audience)

Voice:       Your choice (appropriate for topic and audience)
As a group, you will write one speech using the art of rhetoric for the purpose of causing your audience to take (or stop) action.  Although this is a group assignment, each individual will be responsible for writing two paragraphs employing various rhetorical techniques and orally delivering those two paragraphs.  Follow the steps below to ensure a successful completion of the task.

Steps to Follow

1. Choose a topic with which you are familiar and for which you have some strong feelings/opinion.  It will only be necessary to do research if you do not have some knowledge about your topic.  The topic should be one that is of concern to many people.

2. Choose a speaker/voice.  If you wish, you may pretend that you are a local, provincial or federal politician (not a real, existing or previous one) or that you hold a position of influence connected to the subject (e.g., a Supreme Court judge or the Surgeon General).

3. Pre-writing: Brainstorm.  As a group, record ideas, scenes, thoughts, arguments associated with your topic.  Keep in mind and your purpose and audience. Decide who will be working on each section of the speech (i.e., the introduction, body paragraph one, two, etc., the conclusion).

4. Writing: Drafting. Independently, work on your portion of the speech.  Write a double-spaced rough draft of your speech.  Use vivid, connotative words that are appealing and have an impact on your audience. Include elements of rhetorical writing. Specifically, you must use an example of each of the following: parallel structure, balance, antithesis, repetition, alliteration and figurative language (metaphor and simile or personification).
5. Revising and Editing: as a group, go through the speech to ensure unity and coherence.  Revise and edit the draft with a different coloured pen or pencil.
6. Highlight and label all rhetorical devices. Distinguish which rhetorical devices you want marked for effectiveness by marking with an asterisk.
7. Rehearse the speech paying attention to voice (intonation, pauses, etc.), body language and eye contact.

8. Be ready to deliver your speech in appropriate costume.  
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	RHETORICAL SPEECH EVALUATION
                            Name 

	Category
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Mark

	KNOWLEDGE
· Understanding of rhetorical techniques
	· High degree 
	□    Considerable
	□     Some
	□     Limited
	     _____
         5

	COMMENTS:


	Thinking
· Use of gathering, focusing and organizing information (e.g., captures and maintains audience’s interest; speech has a clear focus; speaker remains on topic)

· Ideas are creative and original (e.g., figurative language avoids clichés)

· Speech is persuasive and convincing (e.g., arguments are clearly outlined and supported with evidence)
	· High degree of effectiveness

· High degree of effectiveness

· High degree of effectiveness
	· Considerable effectiveness

· Considerable effectiveness

· Considerable effectiveness
	· Some effectiveness

· Some effectiveness

· Some effectiveness
	· Limited effectiveness

· Limited effectiveness

· Limited effectiveness
	_____

10


	Comments: 



	Communication

· Expression and organization of ideas and information

· Choice of speaker, tone, language to suit audience and purpose

· Speech is persuasive and convincing (e.g., rhetorical techniques are used effectively)
	· High degree of effectiveness

· High degree of effectiveness

· High degree of effectiveness
	· Considerable effectiveness

· Considerable effectiveness

· Considerable effectiveness
	· Some effectiveness

· Some effectiveness

· Some effectiveness
	· Limited effectiveness

· Limited effectiveness

· Limited effectiveness
	_____

10


	Comments:



	Application

· Transfer of skills (oral) to new context (e.g., voice, body language, eye contact, fluency, etc.)
	· High degree of effectiveness
	· Considerable effectiveness
	· Some effectiveness
	· Limited effectiveness
	_____

10


	Comments:




That’s a rhetorical question, right?





To speak or not to speak?





On the day of presentation, each member must submit their portion of the speech typed and double-spaced.  The rhetorical techniques must be marked and identified on the hard copy.








