McCann 4
Sample Body Paragraph

However, as Simon realizes, the Beast is not real.  It is the evil that exists within the boys, the evil that has been presented to them as part of man’s choice in how to live.
	Simon presents the other option of that choice to the boys.  As a representation of Jesus, Simon lights a pathway out of the darkness.  He himself (like Jesus) is a boy of compassion and love:  he helps the littl’uns to the best fruit on the trees; he is the only one who helps Ralph to build the shelters; he gives up his own piece of meat to Piggy when Jack refuses to give Piggy any.  Beyond the simple compassion and love that links Simon to Jesus, the reader also sees him as a prophet when he predicts that Ralph will get home safely:  “’You’ll get back to where you came from” (Golding 59) Simon says to Ralph, which later comes true.  Again, like Christ, Simon confronts the Beast, Beelzebub, the devil.  But, most significantly, Simon offers the boys salvation when, from the mountain, he brings down the truth about the reality of the Beast.  However, upon his arrival, the other boys mercilessly bludgeon him to death, and, like Jesus, he is sacrificed.  The sea takes Simon’s body, surrounded by a halo of luminescent imagery:
	The water rose further and dressed Simon’s coarse hair with brightness.  The line of his 
	cheek silvered and the turn of his shoulder became sculptured marble.  The strange, 
	attendant creatures, with their fiery eyes and trailing vapours, busied themselves 
	around his head….  The great wave of the tide moved further along the island and the 	
	water lifted.  Softly, surrounded by a fringe of inquisitive, bright creatures, itself a silver 
	shape beneath the steadfast constellations, Simon’s dead body moved out towards the 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	open sea. (Golding 170)
This luminescent imagery of the halo and the creatures bringing the body back to the home of the sea is reminiscent of the imagery of Christ’s ascension into heaven and the angels bringing Him home, again linking Simon to Jesus.  Unlike Jesus, however, Simon is not resurrected, so man’s spiritual redemption is incomplete, because the boys (mankind) refuse the salvation offered by Simon.  They choose, instead, to give in to their evil instincts.
