The Active vs. The Passive Voice

Voice is the form a verb takes to indicate whether the subject of the verb performs or receives the action. There are two types of voice: active and passive.

The active voice is used to show that the subject of the sentence is performing or causing the action. 
Lebron threw the basketball before the buzzer.

The passive voice is used when the subject is the recipient of the action. The passive voice requires a double verb and will always consist of a form of the verb “to be” and the past participle (usually the “en/ed/t” form) of another verb.  If you can add “by…” to the verb, then it is most likely the passive voice.

For each of the following sentences, identify if it is in the passive or the active voice.

1. A person typically feels better when they dress nicely for a professional situation.

2. Studies show that wearing a jacket or dress pants can increase confidence, which, in turn, boosts performance.

3. Many workplaces enforce strict dress code requirements, and rightfully so.

4. Dress clothes are worn by people who have confidence and are willing to put forth the extra effort.

5. Ladies look nice in a dress or pair of dress pants in a solid colour.

6. A shirt and tie is a nice option for men.

7. A better reaction can be attained by presenters who have demonstrated careful thought and consideration to their appearance.

8. Tattered jeans and a ripped t-shirt convey a sloppy attitude as compared to someone who dresses nicely.

9. The outfit a person chooses says a lot about how they feel about the topic or situation.

10. An outfit designed to suit the role and audience for whom you are addressing is much better than one haphazardly thrown together.

11. Confidence is gained from knowing that your look is purposeful.

12. A person may need to spend some time or money to obtain some new clothing options.

13. A good choice is making an investment in a nice outfit for presentations.
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14. A well-dressed person makes a stronger impression than a poorly dressed one.

15. More self-confidence and consideration will be given to a person if they consider these tips.

