The Hero’s Journey
Learning Goals:

For this project you will:

· Evaluate how effectively ideas are communicated with the use of film conventions;

· Analyze film conventions in relation to the monomyth;

· Analyze quotations in relation to the monomyth;

· Describe and examine the use of the Monomyth pattern in a movie’

· Use a variety of audio-visual aids/media techniques effectively to support and enhance oral presentations and to engage the audience;

· Communicate in a clear, coherent manner using a structure and style appropriate to the purpose, subject, and intended audience;

· Reflect on and identify your strengths as listeners and speakers; reflect on and identify areas for improvement and the strategies most helpful in oral communication.

Task:

In pairs, you are to examine a film that follows the monomyth pattern and present that analysis to the class.

Your assignment will have a written and an oral/presentation component. Each partner will be evaluated individually, so it is important that, during the presentation, you speak about the slides you created. It is also important that you individually note which monomyth stages/film conventions were completed by each member in the written submission.

In Your Written Analysis:

· Describe and examine all of the stages of the monomyth pattern present in your movie and evaluate how effectively these stages are conveyed to the audience by completing the Monomyth Organizer Chart. (You may submit one chart for each partnership; be sure to note which sections each member completed.)

· Examine how film conventions have been used to highlight monomyth stages and character archetypes by completing the Film Conventions and Quotations Chart. (You may submit one chart for each partnership; be sure to note which sections each member completed.)

· Analyze how quotations have been used to reflect monomyth stages and character archetypes by completing the Film Conventions and Quotations Chart. (You may submit one chart for each partnership; be sure to note which sections each member completed.)
· Write a brief reflection (about 1 paragraph) on the process of completing this assignment, as well as your actual presentation. Consider collaboration, coordinating home and school work time, understanding of the expectations, challenges with technology, as well as oral communication skills, strengths and areas that need to be improved. (Each partner must submit their own reflection paragraph.)

In Your Oral Analysis + PowerPoint:

· Describe all of the stages of the monomyth pattern present in your movie choice (include as many stages of the journey as you can).

· Describe at least 2 archetypes in the movie (1 per person) (NOT THE HERO).

· Closely examine four stages of the monomyth pattern (2 per group member) and evaluate how effectively these stages are conveyed to the audience.

· Provide one effective quotation for each stage you closely examine and one effective quotation to reflect one of the archetypes you focus on (3 quotations per person); explain why they are effective for this particular stage of the journey and the archetype.

· Examine and evaluate how six film conventions (three film conventions per person) have been used to enhance the depiction of two archetypes and four monomyth stages (one archetype and the two monomyth stages per person).
· Use audie-visual aids and media techniques to support the presentation and engage the audience.

· Your presentation should be 10-15 minutes in length.

One member of the group is responsible for the introduction (briefly state if the movie follows the journey, overview of plot); the other is responsible for the conclusion (restate intro in a different way). Both must share in the responsibility for the transitions between parts. Transitions can include: linking language; a knowledge “tidbit” about the making of the movie, the actors, the production, etc., that is relevant to that moment, etc.).

NOTE: You may not do The Matrix  or Star Wars for this project
Evaluation:

Knowledge                                                                                                          
· Effective and accurate knowledge and understanding of film conventions.


· Effective quotations which suit the stages.

· Effective and accurate understanding and detail of stages and archetypes.

/15

Thinking                                                                                                                   

· Excellent process – charts are completed fully and accurately and class time                        is used well.

· Effective and accurate analysis of monomyth stages, including quotation                     analysis (explains how the quotation reveals the stage). 

· Excellent analysis of effectiveness or ineffectiveness of director’s choices                    (explains how the film convention highlights the stage or archetype).
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Communication     

· Use of language, style, and oral communication techniques – volume, facial                         and vocal expression, pace, eye contact, energy, etc. 

· Effective introduction, conclusion, transitions, and mechanics
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Application    

· Effective use of visual aids and/or technology in a way that enhances                                  the material – choice of visuals, font; use of colour, layout, special  effects;                     text to visual ratio; etc.

· Presentation is done within the time limit 10-15 minutes.
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Reflection:

· Excellent reflection – insightful and detailed. Reflection discusses: visuals used,          analysis details, colours and layout, oral presentation skills, strengths and                weaknesses of the project, how the project could have been improved,                             what problems you ran into, how you fixed those problems, etc.


T /5

· Reflection is in proper paragraph format, with correct spelling, grammar,                vocabulary, and usage.
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