
Tips on Essay Writing

· Always use the active voice:

The door was closed by Cynthia. Passive

Cynthia closes the door. Active 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]When quoting 3 lines or less from the verse or poetry (Hamilton – grade 12, and “David” – grade 10):

Hamilton says, “--------------- / --------------- / -------------“ (Miranda “My Shot” 32-34).

· When quoting 4 lines or more from the play:

Hamilton says:

	-----------------------------------------------------------------------

	----------------------------------------------------------------------

	---------------------------------------------------------------------

	--------------------------------------------------------------------. (“Hurricane” 24-27)

· If you leave out any words use ellipses - . . .

· If you change or add words within a quote, use [    ]

· Use the present tense

· Use the active voice

· No contractions

· Use third person

· No speculation

· No slang or conversational (colloquial) language

· No clichés or idioms




 
